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ITHACA COLLEGE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Grant Cooper, conductor 
L'Oiseaux de Feu, Suite (1919) 
Introduction-L' oiseax de feu et sa danse 
Ronde des princesses 
Danse infernale du roi Kastchei 
Berceuse 
Finale 
NYSSMA 1995 Winter Conference 
Concord Hotel, Imperial Room 





Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971). Firebird Suite No. 1 (1919) 
In 1909, Sergey Dyaghilev (Diaghilev) (1872-1929) heard two brief 
orchestral compositions of Igor Stravinsky in St. Petersburg. He was so 
impressed by this brilliant student of Nicholai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908) 
that he commissioned Stravinsky to write a ballet on the Russian legend of the 
Firebird for the 1910 spring season of the Ballets Russes in Paris. The 
premiere of The Firebird on 25 June 1910 at the Paris Opera made ballet history 
and cast Stravinsky in the rank of contemporary composers. 
The two-scene ballet is based on the many Russian legends about the 
young Czarevitch Ivan; the beneficent fairy, the Firebird; and the green-taloned 
monster King Kashchei. In the end and with the Firebird's help, Ivan, who has 
been taken prisoner, smashes the egg that encloses Kashchei's evil soul, 
liberates the Princesses from the green-taloned monster, and marries one of them. 
Stravinsky extracted three concert suites from The Firebird ballet. The 1919 
suite, the four-movement suite that will be heard this evening, is the second and 
most frequently performed version of The Firebird. 
Grant Cooper is director of orchestras at the Ithaca College School of 
Music. He was born in Wellington, New Zealand, and completed a university 
degree in Pure Mathematics at the University of Auckland before coming to the 
United States in 1976 to further his study of music. In January of 1990, Mr. 
Cooper was guest conductor of the XIVth Commonwealth Games closing 
ceremonies, with Dame Kiri Te Kanawa as soloist. In the summer of 1991 he 
was guest conductor for the Mozart Wochen of the Heidelberger Schlossfestspiele 
in Germany. He has been honored by the College at Fredonia as the 1990 
recipient of the President's Award for Excellence in Teaching, and in 1993 he 
received a William T. Hagan Award for excellence in creative activity. Grant 
Cooper currently serves as music director of the Penfield Symphony Orchestra 
and of the Fredonia Chamber Players, and conductor for the Empire State Ballet. 
1992 marked his debut conducting the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra. 
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THE STRING PROGRAM AT ITHACA 
The string curriculum develops students' talents to the highest musical 
and professional levels. This curriculum is centered on the broad experience of 
the faculty who are current or former members of professional chamber 
ensembles and have extensive performing credits. Through private lessons, 
faculty members offer instruction tailored to the needs of each student. 
Performance opportunities include concerts with the Ithaca College Symphony 
Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra, chamber music recitals, repertory classes, as 
well as solo recitals. Students may also compete in the annual concerto 
competition where the winners perform as soloists with the Ithaca College 
Symphony Orchestra. 
Both the Ithaca College Symphony Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra 
rehearse up to six hours per week and present a new program every six weeks. 
The 100-member Symphony Orchestra performs well known works from the 
standard repertoire, as well as lesser known works, and the Chamber Orchestra 
performs a full range of repertoire, from the baroque to the contemporary. 
Recently performed works include Shostakovich's Symphony No. 5, 
Respighi's The Pines of Rome, Brahms' Symphony No. 2, and Rimsky-
Korsakov's Scheherazade. 
THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
The Ithaca College School of Music has one of the largest undergraduate 
music programs of any private, non-doctoral degree granting institution in the 
United States. Long known for its emphasis on music performance coupled 
with a practical approach to music education, many leading professional 
performers and music educators are counted among Ithaca College School of 
Music alumni. 
Most undergraduates at Ithaca College enroll in the Bachelor of Music 
program, majoring in performance, music education, composition, jazz studies, 
or music theory. One of the most useful and popular programs combines music 
education and performance. This nine semester course of study prepares the 
student for a career in music education while also fulfilling all requirements for 
the degree in music performance. The Bachelor of Music in Combination with 
an Outside Field provides the student with the opportunity for strong musical 
training while also providing sufficient time for an emphasis or extensive minor 
outside of music. Some of the more popular fields include business and audio 
production. 
Ithaca also offers a BA in music, a BFA in Musical Theatre and Master's 
degrees in performance, education, composition, conducting, theory and Suzuki 
pedagogy. 
Whichever degree program a student chooses, the emphasis will be on 
performance. Nearly 450 undergraduates and 40 graduate students participate in 
24 ensembles which perform more than 300 concerts on campus each year. In 
addition to on-campus performances, several ensembles tour annually. These 
ensembles have won critical acclaim for their work in New York City at Lincoln 
Center's Alice Tully Hall, St Patrick's Cathedral, and Carnegie Hall; in Boston, 
in Washington, D.C., and throughout New York State and New England. 
Those who have visited Ithaca College know that it is one of the most 
strikingly beautiful campuses in America. Author Tom Wolfe called it "the 
emerald eminence above the fingertip of Lake Cayuga." Sixty modem buildings 
enhance the learning environment and take full advantage of the area's natural 
beauty. 
